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THE FOUNDER OF SUNDAY SCHOOLS. 


COMMUNICATED. 


Wuen we wish to obtain a view of man, in that character in which 
he appears as an heir and an agent of mercy, not as a minister of 
destruction ;—when we wish to find in himg¢ not the blaze which de- 
stroys amid its dazzlings, but the benignant warmth, which revives 
and cherishes what seemed prepared to die ;—when we wish to 
contemplate him as the friend, not the enemy of his fellows—as the 
cheerful and dutiful subject, not as the heedless and rebellious op- 
poser of his God ;—we must turn from the emblazoned page of mil- 
itary and political achievement, and leaving the lurid path of all that 
the world calls glory,—even that glory which boasteth of its shame,— 
betake ourselves to scenes little honored of man, though fraught to 
him with honor and with usefulness: we must search for those 
characters, which, as accountable and immortal beings, are reasona- 
ble ;—characters, fallen indeed, but eager to rise again ; defiled, 
but desiring holiness more than life ; at variance, by nature, with 
their God, but returning to him with honest and persevering ef- 
fort ;—not such as are reasonable, as prefering time to eternity; earth 
to heaven; and human honor, always girt as itis with lies and death, 
to the imperishable, the redeeming glory of returning unto God. 

Amidst characters of this only-reasonable description,—perennial 
flowers of sweetness and of health, blushing amidst the thousand 
ephemeral glories, which noxiously sparkle, and helplessly die 
around them,—we find the name of Rosert Raixes, the instrument 
of sovereign mercy, in the rise of Sunday Schools. His character 
as a generous and benevolent man, seems beyond a question ; and 
though we have no very striking evidence of his piety, yet his name 
has been ever revered, for his devotedness to religion and to God, 
and he is now, we trust, in the full enjoyment of his Saviour’s love. 
Dear be to us, and ever dearer, the divine beneficence, which produ- 
ced so much good by his hands; and dear the remembrance of its 
honored instrument ! 

The following facts are taken from the “ Sunday School Maga- 
zine,” and forcibly evince the importance of effort. To try is 
ours ; and we are solemnly responsible in every path of duty, to 
try with our whole hearts as unto God, The event reposes, where 
it ought to repose, amid the impenetrable ways of infinite wisdom 
and love :— 


‘‘Rozert Rarxes was born at Gloucester, England, in the year 
1735. His father was the printer and proprietor of the Gloucester 
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Journal, and to this business the subject of this portrait succeeded, 
by which he is said to have acquired a competent property, which 
he freely devoted to the cause of benevolence. 

“ The incident which led to the establishment of Sunday Schools 
is thus related. 

“One day in the year 1782, he went into the suburbs of his na- 
tive city to hire a gardener. The man was from home, and while 
Mr. Raikes awaited his return, he was much disturbed by a group 
of noisy boys who infested the street. He asked the gardener’s wife 
the cause of these children being so neglected and depraved. ‘ Oh, 
Sir! said she, if you. were here on a Sunday, you would pity them in- 
deed ; we cannot read our Bible in peace {rr them.” This answer ope. 
rated with the force of an electricity, and called forth all the energies 
of his benevolent soul. ‘‘ Can nothing,” he asked, ** be done for these 
poor children ? Is there any body near that will take them to school 
on Sunday ?” He was informed that there was a person in the 
neighborhood who would probably do it. ‘ At this important mo- 
ment, (to use his own language) the word “ try’’ was so powerfully 
impressed upon his mind, as to decide him at once for action,”’ and 
he accordingly hired a woman in the neighborhood fo teach the 
poor children on Sundays, and thus commenced the jirst Sunday 
School. 

“* When the utility of Sunday Schools had been tried in the city 
where they originated, about three years, Mr. Raikes took meas- 
ures to establish them in other places, and before the close of his 
valuable life, which occurred in his native city, on the 5th of 
April, 1811, he had the exhilarating satisfaction of seeing Sunday 
Schools for Three Hundred Thousand Children established through- 
out the British Empire. 

‘“* The number of Sunday Scholars now in the world, is more than 
one million, conducted by nearly one hundred thousand teachers,” 


SABBATH SCHOOL GOVERNMENT. 


CONTINUED. 


Tuts subject is perhaps'the most useful of any which could at 
present occupy the pages ofthe Visiranr. The entire failure of 
many schools, arises, no doubt, from the want of wise and judicious 
management, in the officers and teachers. We do not here propose 
to dictate to our brethren in neighboring societies ; but we trust, by 
laying before them the result of our own observation and experi- 
ence, to benefit both them and ourselves. : 

We observed in our last, that the management of the school should 
be entrusted entirely to the Superintendent. Here we presume 
that he is a man of wisdom and prudence, and that he will, in every 
measure, ask the advice, and engage the co-operation of the assist- 
ants and teachers. Dissatisfaction would otherwise ensue, and his 
plans, however good, would seldom prosper. 

The duties of the Assistant Superintendent, are, we think, ren- 
dered sufficiently clear, by the title of his office. In ordinary. 
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schools, one Assistant is sufficient; but where it is necessary, an- 
other can be easily added. He should advise and assist the Super- 
intendent ; take entire charge of the school during his absence, and 
devote himself at all times, to the best interests of the institution. 

We might, perhaps, find it profitable to dwell at large upon the 
duty of Teacher, which comes next in order. But as the present 
article is only intended to give the outlines of a system of govern- 
ment, and as this part of our subject has been taken up by a valued 
correspondent, and will often fall under consideration, we shall at 
present only touch upen some of the more prominent duties of this 
important station. 

And first, we would remark, that the office of Teacher is per- 
haps even more sacred than that of Superintendent. He seems 
more immediately responsible to God, for the objects of his care. 
He may exert over them a happier and more lasting influemee. As 
to him they unbosom their souls with greater freedom, so may he 
pour more richly into their opening minds, the oil of pious feeling. 
And his instructions being, as they might be, more frequent, and 
more appropriate to each individual capacity and disposition, will 
more surely take root in their memories, and follow them through 
the immortality of their being. 

A Teacher, then, feeling the high responsibility of his station, 
should, first of all, seek wisdom from above. He should look well to 
the piety of his own heart, and, feeling his weakness and dependence, 
humbly implore the blessing of heaven to attend his labors. On 
Sabbath morning particularly, this is his first and most important 
duty ; and this omitted, he will labor to little profit. At all times, also, 
as he prays for himself or his friends, should he present the objects 
of his pious care, in holy tenderness, to his God and Saviour. He 
should be punctual in his attendance at the appointed hour. As in 
every employment, punctuality is the soul of business, it is espe- 
cially so in this. He should, in this respect, set an example to his 
pupils, and he may encourage them to early attendance, by prepar- 
ing some interesting story to read or relate to them, or by affection- 
ately conyersing with them upon some useful subject, such as they 
are fond of, before the opening of the school. He should be very 
careful to ensure their affections and their confidence: otherwise, 
he can be of little service to them: his admonitions will pass un- 
heeded, and his time unhappily. He should convince them that he 
is laboring for their present and future good,—that the care of the 
soul is of the mightiest importance ; and by all his instructions should 
he show, that his views extend beyond the narrow boundary of 
life, even through those unnumbered ages, which are to roll onward 
forever. He should encourage a familiar unbosoming of their hearts 
before him ; and answer their questions with kindness, in such a man- 
ner as will lead them to think more deeply upon important truths. 
He should converse with them in juvenile simplicity, but with heav- 
enly seriousness : He should study their various capacities and dis- 
positions, and endeavor to suit his instructions to them: He should 
inquire of them affectionately concerning themselves, their former 
life, their families, their friends, and their souls ; and, as far as pos- 
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sible, bring down his mind from its own standard, to a level with 
theirs. With all this, however, he should maintain that becoming 
dignity, which ever commands respect and confidence, and never 
so reduce himself to an equality with his pupils, as that they may 
view him in any other light, than as their instructor, whom they are 
bound to reverence and love. He should also esteem it one of 
his most important duties, to visit their parents or guardians. His 
visits should be both frequent and affectionate, and, by manifesting 
a deep and tender concern for their children, he may easily secure 
their confidence, and perbaps engage their cordial co-operation in 
his pious labors. 

It is pleasant to pursue this interesting subject ; but our time 
and limits will permit us to proceed no further. We would, how- 
ever, observe, in conclusion, that the one great object of every 
Teacher should be, the salvation of his pupils. ” For this, he should 
labor and pray, with unceasing earnestness. He should press upon 
them an immediate acceptance of Christ Jesus as their Saviour, and 
improve every. opportunity and every providence, in enforcing the 
important truths which concern their everlasting peace. He should 
converse with them individually and seriously, as though he felt 
affectionately interested in their immortal welfare. Whatever else 
he may neglect, let him, by all means, attend to this ; let this be his 
pre-eminent object. Then may he humbly hope for welcome in the 
glorious land of promise, and trust to meet the dear objects of his 
prayers and labors, washed with him from all their sins, and with 
garments whitened by the blood of the Lamb.—To be Continued. 


UTICA UNION G6ABBATH SCHOOL. 


JOURNAL OF THE MONTHLY MEETING. 


Monday Evening, July 12.—The subject for consideration this 
evening, was, the best method of managing and instructing Sabbath 
School children. A Superintendent opened the subject, by propo- 
sing what appeared to us avery useful and interesting system, al- 
though it was not entirely new. It was simply this :—To ask the 
children questions on the verses which they recite, in every variety 
of shape, in order that they may perfectly understand them. As, for 
instance, in this verse : ‘* Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem 
of Judea, in the days of Herod the king,’’—the following questions :-— 
Where was Jesus born? In: what country was Bethlehem? In 
whose days was he born? Who was born in Bethlehem ? Who was 
king of Judea at that time? What was Herod? &c. Children, in 
committing the scriptures, seem often to learn the words only, while 
they have a very indistinct idea of their meaning ; and if this course 
should be pursued with small children, said the Superintendent, it 
would be found to afford a happy facility, in exciting their interest, 
and enabling them to understand the scriptures. 

A Teacher then mentioned, that the course he had pursued with 
his class, was to have them all recite the same lessons at the same 
time. During the week preceding, he examined the chapters, and 
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availed himself of commentaries and other sources of instruction, 
to prepare himself for explaining and enforcing the scripture truths. 
He had found this practice highly useful to himself, as well as inter- 
esting and instructive to his pupils. 


Another Superintendent then rose ; and after affectionately ex- 
pressing his approbation of the methods which his brethren had pro- 
posed, he observed that there seemed to be a system wanting, suited 
to the disposition and capacity of every teacher and every class. 
Such an one he had now to propose. It was a system, which, from 
experience, had been found one of the most happy, easy, and effect- 
ual means of giving instruction to children, which had ever been 
attempted. It was also found highly useful to the teachers them- 
selves, by accustoming them to a habit of systematic and connected 
thinking aud reasoning, and requiring of them a due, but easy, pre- 
paration for their duties in the school. The plan was this :—For the 
teacher to propose, in writing, in the style of familiar catechising, 
questions upon any subject on which he might wish to instruct his pu- 
pils: to put them to his class, and enforce instruction from them. 
To commence a series of questions, there should be one leading 
sentiment, and this may be pursued as the teacher thinks suitable 
for his class. For instance, take ‘* What ts religion ?”’ for a leading 
sentiment, and pursue it, if you please, in a train of thought some- 
thing like the following :-— 


What is religion ? 
Is religion valuable? 


Would any accept if the Lord 
should leave them to themselves? 


How valuable ? 

If a man should gain the whole 
world and not have religion, 
what good would it do him? 

Is religion necessary for all men? 

Why ? Because no one can be saved 
without it. 

What is it to be saved ? 

Will all men be saved ?>—Why ? 

"Who will ?—Who will not? 

Can you be saved ?—How? 

Do you intend to be saved? 

What are the terms or conditions 
of salvation? 

Are they not very easy? 

Why will not all who are invited, 
accept of the Saviour ? 





How, then, do any accept? 

Must we do nothing but wait for the 
Holy Spirit to change our hearts? 

What must we do? 

What is the best time in life for se~ 
curing our salvation ? 

Why is youth the best time ? 

Does the bible contain more prom- 
ises to the young than to the old? 

Can you repeat some of them ? 

And now, dear children, do you in- 
tend to seek the Lord while you 
are young ? 

If so, you may be prepared for a 
long and happy life, ior a peace- 
ful death, and a glorious immor- 
talitys 


Here, said the Superintendent, in pursuing this system, your sub- 
ject is laid out before you. You may preserve your mind from confu- 
sion, amidst all the uneasiness of your playful pupils, and the vari- 
ous methods you have to invent, to keep their attention, and give 
them your meaning ; and you may pursue your subject, with all that 
systematic order, which, in your calm retirement you may dictate. 


This system has since been adopted in one department of the 


The teachers have engaged in it with some degree of ear- 
We would affection- 


school. 
nestness, and it promises to be highly useful. 
ately recommend it to sister institutions. 
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THE BOY WHO NEVER TOLD A LIE. 


‘¢ Children like tender oziers take the bow, 
And as they first are form’d forever grow.” 


Mr. Wasuincron inspired his son with an early love of truth. 

“Truth, my dear George, is the loveliest quality of youth. I 
would ride fifty miles, George, to see a little boy, whose heart is so 
honest, and his lips so pure, that we may depend on every word he 
says to betrue. O how lovely does such a child appear in the eyes 
ofevery body! His parents doat on him ; all his relations glory in 
him ; and are constantly praising him to their children, and beg 
they will imitate him ; and are often sending for him to visit them ; 
and receive him with as much joy, as if he were a little angel come 
to set good examples to their children. But, Oh! how different, 
George, is the case with the boy who is given to lying, so that no 
one can believe a word he says. He is looked at with aversion 
wherever he goes, and parents dread to have him come among their 
children. O George, my son! rather than see you come to be a 
liar, dear as you are to my heart, gladly would I assist to nail you 
up in your coffin, and follow you to your grave. Hard indeed would 
it be to give up you, who are always so ready to run about with me 
and please me ; but I would give yeu up rather than to hear you tell 
jies.” ‘« Father ! do I ever tell lies?” ‘* No, George; and I thank God 
you do not, and I rejoice in the hope you never will. At least, you 
shall never from me have cause to be guilty of such wickedness.” 
Many parents, by barbarously beating their children for every little 
fault, compel them to this sinful custom ; hence, on the next offence, 
the little. terrified creature tells a lie to escape a beating, and by this 
practice, whenever he commits a fault, so increases. in lying, that he 
entirely leaves the path of truth. ‘ But, George, you know I have 
always told you, that when you do by accident, any thing wrong, 
which will often be the case, as you are buta little boy yet, and 
without experience or knowledge, never tell a falsehood to conceal 
it, but come and tell me of it, and instead of beating you, I will bdt 
the more and more love you for owning what you have done amiss, 
and endeavor to instruct you how to avoid such an error for the time 
to come.” 

This -was sowing good seed indeed in George's mind, and it 
brought forth blessed fruit, as the following anecdote will show. 

When George was about six years old, his father gave him a 
hatchet, of which, like most little boys, he was very fond, and was 
constantly going about chopping every thing as he went on his way. 
One day in the garden he unluckily tried his hatchet on the body of 
a young cherry-tree, which he hacked in a very terrible manner. 

The very morning after, his father seeing what was done to his 
cherry-tree, went into the house, and with much anger said, “* where 
is the mischievous person that has killed my cherry-tree ? I would 
not have taken five guineas for that tree.” No one could tell any 
thing about it. Soon after, George and his hatchet made their ap- 

ce in the parlor. ‘‘George,’’ said his father, ‘‘ do you know 

who cut that beautifu! little cherry-tree in the garden?” This was 
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a home question, and George staggered under it for a moment ; but 
quickly recovered himself, and looking at his father with the inexpres- 
sible charm of all-conquering truth, said, “‘ I cannot tell alie ; I did cut 
it with my hatchet : will it hurt it, father?’ ‘ Yes, George, it has 
killed it.” “I am very sorry I have done so, father, pray Torgive 
me?’ ‘Forgive you? yes, George ; and come to my arms, my 
dearest boy, for you have paid me for it a thousand times, in thus 
nobly and freely owning the truth : but mind, George, what you 
cut, so as not to do the like again.” It was in this way, by interest- 
ing at once, both the heart and head of George, that his father con- 
ducted him with great ease and pleasure along the paths of virtue. 


ae ° 
BLESSINGS OF THE SUNDAY SCHOOL. 


In the account of a revival in the State of New-York, it is stated, 
that of thirty-five persons, who were hopeful sharers in the work, 
twenty-seven belonged to the Sabbath Schools in that place, Of 
one hundred persons, who united with a church in the course of a 
single year, ninety-eight had enjoyed the blessings of Sabbath School 
instruction. It is said, that of the Missionaries who have gone from 
Great Britain to the heathen, nineteen twentieths became pious at 
the Sabbath Schools. And that of the orthodox ministers in Eng- 
land, who are under forty years of age, more than two thirds became 
pious at the Sabbath Schools. Henderson and Paterson who have 
done such wonders on the Continent in regard to the Bible cause, 
it is said received their first religious impressions, at Sabbath Schools. 
The celebrated Dr. Morrison, Missionary in the vast empire of 
China, who has recently translated the whole Bible into Chinese, 
a language spoken by the largest associated population on the globe 
—-became pious at a Sabbath School! O! who can tell, how many 
Brainerds, and Buchanans, and Morrisons, and Martyns, and Har- 
riet Newells, and Isabella Grahams, God is training in these schools, 
to become the blessed instruments of renovating the world ! 


Chr. Herald. 
<r 


Tue tendency of the bible to enlighten the mind, and its power- 
ful influence to weaken the grasp of ignorance, prejudice and super- 
stition, is delightfully exemplified in the following fact—and how the 
excellence and superiority of the scriptures glow into brightness, 
when we thus behold superstition more beautifully and ably confuted 
from the lips of a little child, instructed in the truths of the Bible, 
than by the pointed arguments of literature and science. 

** At a village not many miles distant from London, a hawker was 
vending some printed trash, containing a pretended prophecy, that 
the world would be burned and come to an end on Whit-Monday. 
Several of the villagers, on hearing the solemn and strange news, 
were talking of its veracity and probability, when a little Sabbath 
Scholar, (a girl 9 years old,) with zeal and boldness rejoined, ‘‘ why 
need we be afraid or mind what that book says, for I remember that 
Christ tells us in the Bible, “ of that day owt hour knoweth no man, 
no, not the angels in heaven, but my Father only.”—Lond. S. Mag. 
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A CHILD’S IDEA OF THOUGHT. 


Ir is as easy to furnish the minds of children with useful facts, 
and practical truths, as to lead them into fairy lands, and minister 
only © their selfishness and pride. A child may be usefully con- 
versant with some of the most exalted subjects. Let those who 
have never made the experiment, test the capacity, even of very 
little children, for moral and religious improvement, and they will 
probably be astonished at the extent and sublimity of their views. 
“If,” said a child seven years old, to his twin brother, ‘‘ God fills 
heaven, as our master has told us to-day, there is no place left for 
you and me. We cannot go to heaven if we are good.” ‘Do you 
not think,” was the reply of his little brother, ‘that you see that 
man walking yonder?” *Yes.” ‘Does your think stop him?” ‘‘No.” 
“Well, God is like your think, he wont stop any body if he does fill 
heaven.” —New-York Christian Herald. 


ne A 


Excuse me, (said the good ‘‘ Vicar of Wakefield,” to his wife and 
children, when going to admonish his fellow-prisoners,) these people, 
however fallen, are still men, and that is a very good title to my af- 
fections. Good counsel rejected, returns te enrich the giver’s bo- 
som ; and though the instruction I communicate, may not mend them, 
yet it will assuredly mend myself. 





“UNION IS POWER.” 


(¢~ We are authorised and requested to state, that at the an- 
nual meeting of the ‘Utica Union Sabbath School Society,” which 
will be held on Ist Sept. next, the subject of organizing a union, to 
embrace the schools in the neighboring towns and counties, which 
may be in favor of such a connexion, will be proposed to the Soci- 
ety, and if then thought proper, measures will be adopted to carry 
the project into execution. Sabbath Schiool Societies, friendly to this 
measure, will please send their delegates to the meeting, or by some 
other means notify the Utica Union, previous to the Ist of Sept. 

This is a proposal we rejoice to see, and we trust it will create a 
new era in the history of our western Sabbath Schools. Let the 
energies of the faithful be combined, and with the blessing of Heav- 
en, what may they not accomplish ! 





Ir will be remembered by our patrons, that on the receipt of this 
number of the Visrran'r, their subscriptions become due. We have 
been grateful for the encouragement which they have afforded us, 
and shall now be grateful for pecuniary assistance. Companies 
of subscribers in distant places, will please forward the amount 
of their subscriptions together, to save trouble and expense. Indi- 
viduals will forward theirs in such manner as is most convenient. 
Our town subscribers will be called on immediately. 


[A few copies of the portrait of Robert Raikes, are for sale at the several 
Bookstores in this village. ] 





